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contest like this? He was spurring and smiting from morning till  CHAP.
night. The signals to candidates and constituencies had to be .LXXIV-,
dictated on the instant. "I am bothered out of my life to send ^T- 64-
encouraging telegrams all over the country. They seem to write
to me about everything. I cannot make out that other people are
pestered in tho same way" (October 1).
Again his reprisals, however hard, were nothing to the pro-
vocation. Ho made no such imputations upon his opponents as
most of thorn levelled at him.
Here it IB an unpleasant duty to show more particularly how
hit* private character was assailed by part of the Radical press.
Ho had boon attacked through his brother, the head of Kynochs.
Ho was now attacked through the rest of his family and
relations. Tho registers at Somerset House were searched to
find out what wore the investments of his wife, his sons, his
daughters, his brothers, his brothers-in-law, his sisters, cousins,
nieces. Most of them had been connected with Birmingham
industries all their lives. Only the ecstasy of partisan suspicion
could suppose that the Transvaal negotiations conducted from
beginning to end in concert with the Cabinet as a whole ever
were or could have been influenced in the faintest by visions of
war contracts in the Midlands. It might as sanely be suggested
that the Colonial Secretary first went to Birmingham in 1854
during the Crimean War with a telescopic view to the business
possibilities of another war at the end of the century.
Wo shall have to return at another point, and for the last
time, to this disagreeable topic. The unsavoury system of de-
famation not sparing his nearest and dearest, seeking to involve
all his kin, made this election a nauseating experience for him.
But lie refused to be entangled or to swerve an inch. He hardened
his heart, bided his time, and kept his fighting grip. In public
his composure was unmoved. He conceived, and might well, that
it was political life and death for him to obtain a new vote of
confidence from the country, to see the war to a finish, to shape
tho settlement.
VI
"His rapid letters day by day when the polling began and the
returns streamed in show the throbs of the conflict, the energy